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Message from the Chief Executive 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

As the half term holiday approaches, we are reflecting on the 

past eight weeks since our schools re-opened fully with a 

cautious sense of achievement. These are unprecedented 

times and the challenges faced by our schools have been immense. On a daily basis, 

our heads and principals are facing situations no-one in education has encountered 

before and we have done our best across our Trust to manage them. We are 

immensely grateful for the advice and guidance we get from both the Department of 

Education and from South West Public Health England that we have followed explicitly 

throughout. We have learned that no situation is ever quite the same and our responses 

and actions need to be flexible and tailored to the circumstance. Our overriding concern 

has been to keep our schools as safe as possible and as normal as possible, for the 

children and young people and for our staff. 

We have really appreciated the huge amount of support that has come from parents 

and carers, such as this message delivered to Wellsway School this week: “I just want 

to say I think you’re all brilliant.  What everyone’s doing there is just amazing.  Thank 

you”. Messages like this really help to lift spirits. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to share with you a message from Public Health 

England regarding the forthcoming holiday. The message goes particularly to older 

children and urges them to be careful over the holiday, to maintain the two metres 

distance when in social situations (or one metre if wearing a face covering) and do their 

best to avoid bringing Covid-19 back into school after the holiday. We all have a 

responsibility to each other and the ‘Hands, Face, Space’ public health message 

continues to be of critical importance as the prevalence of the disease remains high.  

Term 2 starts with an INSET day for staff on Monday 2nd November, which would 
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normally be the date for our annual Trust conference where all 750 members of staff 

come together in the sports centre at Wellsway School. This year, of course, we cannot 

do this but our teachers will be getting together virtually to work on the WMAT 

curriculum. This was been developed over the course of last year and looks at how 

knowledge, skills and understanding in each subject area should be sequenced to 

provide a coherent programme of study going from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 4. This 

has been a really exciting piece of work and something we hope will have a significant 

impact upon children’s learning and progress. 

On behalf of all of us at Wellsway Multi Academy Trust, I would like to thank you for 

your patience, understanding and support over the past eight weeks. We hope all the 

children and young people have a restful holiday and send you and your family our very 

best wishes.  

Keep safe everyone. 

Andrea Arlidge 

Chief Executive 

Hello Yellow Day  

St John's Primary School would like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Luker and to 

everyone for supporting our youngminds #HelloYellow day on the 8th of October. 

Everyone at St John's had an amazing day and raised a total of £230.00 for the charity.  

Young Minds is leading the fight for a future where all young minds are supported 

whatever the challenges, they ensure young people get the best possible mental health 

support and have the resilience to overcome life’s difficulties. If you would like to learn 

more about Young Minds, please visit Young Minds for more information. 
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Arts week at The Meadows 

The children enjoyed an Arts week last week with a focus on Land artists.  They then 

went out and created their own land art in the school grounds. The children all showed 

great creativity using natural resources.

Celebrating Harvest at Saltford 

Despite being unable to celebrate Harvest in our usual way, we held a special Harvest 

day on Thursday 8th October so that we could still give thanks for the wealth of food 

we enjoy in this country and think 

about those who do not have enough 

to eat, at home and in other 

countries.  

This tied in nicely with our ‘Nature 

Matters’ theme week where the whole 

school focused its activities around 

the importance and beauty of Nature.  
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EYFS looked at farming alongside Harvest. They 

made some lovely tractor cards, wrote about what 

you'd see at the farm and dressed up as different 

animals for role play, also making labels to price 

fruit and vegetables in their farm.    

Children in KS1 watched a teacher demonstrate 

making bread rolls, which were then and cooked 

and eaten. They wrote some wonderful Harvest 

prayers and took part in a Harvest samba in class.  

As we were unable to sing this year, some classes learned how to sign along to a 

Harvest song. Mrs Ford said “I was amazed how quickly the classes learnt the signs. 

They particularly enjoyed signing the autumn leaves blowing away. I am really proud 

of them”.  

In KS2 the children carried out an 

interesting variety of Harvest-related 

activities throughout the day including 

preparing poetry and prayers, doing 

maths and art based around Harvest 

colours and images, food and the 

underlying Harvest message of being 

thankful. They also watched a video 

assembly prepared specially for them by 

Rev Daile.  
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Year 6 read and reflected on a range of Harvest prayers and painted an image that 

reflected their feelings towards Harvest.  

As the charities we usually support with our food donations were unable to accept 

them this year, we asked our families and staff to donate much-needed toiletries to 

three local charities who support families who are facing hardship. These donations 

were collected throughout the week and have already been delivered to where they 

are needed. 

Virtual Harvest celebration  
 

 

The children were joined by Mr Humphries from St Mary’s Church in Bitton for our 

virtual Harvest sharing assembly.  The classes shared poems and readings with each 

other and thought about how thankful they are for the food they have each day. 

Useful resources 
• Coronavirus advice and support for parents and carers from the 

NSPCC 

• October half term activities in Bristol 2020 from Visit Bristol 

• Advice for parents during coronavirus from Public Health England 

(Pdf). 
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https://www.wellswaymat.com/assets/uploads/news/2020/WMAT/Oct/covid19_advice_for_parents_when_child_unwell_or_injured_poster.pdf
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